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To be continued Occafionally. 


The AR G UNE Ts for and againft ſuch a 
B1 LL as is talked of for Regulating 


&- 


the PEERAGE, fairly Stated. *- 


WITH 
Some REFLECTIONS upon the Whole. 
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By a MEMBER Parliament. 
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ZH LE a Bill relating to Ub Veriabe. 
which, it is ſaid, will be ſoon offered to 

the Houſe of Commons, is. at preſent 
NS; Y the Subject of every Converſation; DF 
ſhall make no Apology for uſing the 


| pril of an Engliſhman, and offerin my Thoughts 
of Tongs Publick, '7 157 0 


Tam tempted to do ſo, becauſe think I have ob- 
rs that the Perſons who either Write, or other- 
ways Declate for or 4 int this Bill, babe with the 
fudl Zeal of contending Paitics, à little overſhot 
hemſelves: That while one Side will allow nothing 
im the Bill to be good, and thoſe Wh oppoſe them 

I to Aſſert fr/tafnor be mended, they have both 
Yay tk into Extremes; hape Been Forced to draw 

frons, as do 55 5 neceſſarily follow frog 
own Pr les; and t leave unanſwered, - 
Ake H&FHorice of the” Rirviig eſt Od ections of their 
IA | tie: 5 71 £ An ahh 261) 1 11047 
confeiteriics Which fully 
and would binder every Con- 


* 
. 


£6) 
troverſy from being brought to a fair Iſſue: In the 
eber Fred nog? AN dere bes 
whoſe 


Ferry — Buſineſ it is to hinder the | 


Diſpurants from launch ng into Declamations wide of 
the Queſtion, to ſtate t 


in their füll Force, not to weak 
Jem + Aus ver,; and/ finally to giye einen «| L 
on 17 whole. 
I. ſhall for once venture to aſſume the Obe of | 
Moderator. in the cleats Diſpute; and cannot” * 
2 my ſelf, that j; am not altogether unq . 1 
d for it, lince my Behaviour in Relation to the Pub- ft 
lick has been ſuch, as has long fince acquired me che Ft 
Title of a V bhimſical; a Name, which at preſent; is, 
of the ſame Import wirh that of a, Trimmer 5 1 j 
and which each Party, of late Vears has agrecd to. be- 
ſtow upon thoſe, Men, who a& im artially without 
any, private, Views;; who, will not follow them. in all, 
their. Lengebs; and fall in with all 6 particular 
Paſlions and Prejudices. elm 
In the ee Pages, I; ſhall endeayons f put in 
A fair Light, all t e Arguments, w! 4 nr < 
fen and ogainſt,| 


e Arguments uſed on either | J. ? 
or 


0 r 


as J conceive, may be properly ur 
ſuch a Bill, as it is fad ll be: of to the Hou 1] 
of, Commons ; by which, I hope l appear, That 


if the preſent, Miniſt has, an Inclination to l 
favour ch a Bill,” it - been — * a real hoe Ro ; 
ſerve the Publick ; chat it. will, be progen, 60, lay, hold 
on, this, good Dilpoſiion, which B appaared. in cf 


but that as few Projects are brought to Maturity at 
ac, fe vill be impoſſible che Bill ſhould, paſs in the 
miſe if v ir eee 


be Firſt and Chief Argument for the ill is, That 
n will prev em any filute Minifttrs making 4 Number of 
1 Peers for any particular Jobb „ of which r was 4 fla- 
grant Inflance in a late Reign. 335 


ʒ—“ ::! 


if : [ 


% Anſwer.” But who can hinder e n 1 from 
p king, Whether we are ſure that our 3 linifters, 
if they could get Fifteen nem Peers made together, and 
> give che Sixtren Stots Peers, now in the Houle, an 
e Heteditary Right to, their Seats, would not bargain 
is, wich them for ſome fem Jobbe, and exact an implicite 
7, Oompliance from Perſons on whom they conferred 


ſuch extraordinary Favours. The Bill in the Shape it 
> is talked of, may anticipate. an Evil which is very re- 
11, vote, and but barely poſſible. It is true, that a daring 
Isecher on a particular Occalion; but it is as true, that 
in chis Action was at that Time generally condemned, 
*. and has been ſince made the Su yea of an Article of 
at {impeachment againſt him; ſo that while a Prince or 
at 
F 

ft 


ts Miniſtry will keep any Meaſures with the People, or 
Wave any Regard for their Affections, this Inſtance, 
Sinſtead of being a Precedent” for what may be done, 
Jean be a fanding Proof of whar way un be done. 
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2 Second. Argus, on hl 'T 475 Num e 


whence 


his Aſſent to ſuch a Bill as is talked of. Such a Bill | 


83 


3 ifs 9 . WA es Naw 31343 


5 eers, which is at pre ſent g n wil by this 
be limited, Property kept in the Houſe of "Commons, and| 
Mey of great Eſtates and Abilities continued there, „rom I 

the pr reſent. Fr rame. of o Con iintion permits them 4 
to be 87 and added. to the . Houſe of Nn at the I 
Will of the Crown. £4 


382751 Nui. v 2a SI Wu! La Ns 

_  Anſ. It muſt be confeſled; that our Peers are in 
Poſſeſſion of ſo many very extraordinary Privileges 
above the reſt of their Fellow. Subjects, that a Com- 
moner cannot wiſh to ſee the; Species increaſed; and 


for this very Reaſon will, 1 in all Probability, refuſe if 


would immediately add Thirty One to the Number. of 1 
Britiſp, beep $; and 1 in this lyſtance, as well as the for- 
mer, =, d immediatel, expoſe us to a certain Mil- 

chief” even during the fe of a Good prince, which is 

but barely poſſible under the Adminiſtration ofa Bad one. 
Such Remedy is as. odd, as if a Man ſhould run into 
the Fire t. to avoid being burne, or murder himſelf imme- | 
diately, becauſe 1 it 15 oflible be may dye of a beer L 
Thirty Years hence. - . The particula r Circumſtances, of | 
Affairs, nught perhaps make vit neceſſary, upon His 
Majeſty's s firſt Acceſſion 199 Va tüm bete He ſhould 
confer the Hon nour of, Peerage... on ſeyeral jof. his 
Subjects, who had re arkably. Abgeben them- 
ſelves in ſupporting MR Fatoreſt and Cauſe of his Fa- 

mily : But there is no Reaſon to doubt, that when! 


bis 


[5 


Hs Fail and L Diſtnterefled Miniſters ſhall repre- 
ent to Him, That the great Number of Peers 
begins to be a Grievance; and that whereas King 
Charles. the Second, in Thirty-ſ ix Tears Time, added 
only Eleven to the Number he found; His Ma- 
3eſty, in leſs than Five Tears, has already added 
Ten; there is no Reaſon to doubt, but that on 
ſuch a Repreſentation, His Majeſty would be a 

little mote ſparing in Conferring 82 Honour of 
Peerage : So that probably in all His Reign, which 
we have Reaſon to hope will be long and happy, 
there would not be ſo great an Addition to the 
preſent Number of Peers, as we are now imme- 


diatel) threatned with by this Bill. 


F I hird Kobe for the Bill. . Addition of 
NINE Scots Peers is but reaſonable in it ſelf , and 
will make Things eaſy in Scotland by taking in the 
beft Families ; and as for the Excl uded Peers, tho 
their Caſe My be 4 little hard, it is an allowed 
Maxim in our Law, that. A MISciizy IS BE T= 
TER THAN AN Ix convenitncs; or, in 
other Words, that PRIVATE PERSONS MUST SUBMIT 
TO SOME HarDsmes, WHEN 1T IS IN ORDER TO 
COMBAT A A PozLick Goop. 


17 8 


— 111 


i. "The „Addition of Nine thts Peers will , 

in all Probability, be ſo far from making Things 
Eaſy in Scotland, that thoſe Peers will - loſe their 
Dif B Inte- 


issen ing Se cet Fe 
Peers of 


likely, that ſuch. a ge 3 Diſcontent 


al 


nh Jene be = 
n nor Is it 0 5 


in Sealand, fomented by the Excluded . Peers, 1 as 
may immediately be 9,1 an Argument far Gs 
menting the Number of our e and, e ? 


L up a Standiu N * 


anner roje e. is ar om ing . rea Al 
Mia it FP that, the Conſog uence of it muſt 10 
Pits that we ſhall Bang to many. Scotſmen. in 


the Houſe. 5 Lords, or, none at. all, The. firſt 
would be no ſmall Hardlhip the Fauth Part of 
Great Britain, the laſt on the lorth. „f the ; Scots 


Peers, notwithſtanding. this Change in their Con- 


dition, ſhould, upon certain Nei A AG with phat 


Unanimity, for which they have been ſo remar l 
ble, they . would; be a much greater Weight 0 
our Houſe of Lords, than it was thought rcaſogar 


ple they. ever ſhou Id be, at the Time When. the 


Two. Kingd oms were, unite and might determine 


moſt Points o Bee on which, thers OY 


0 Uviſion, as the Pleaſed. 
5 e ig, the A ">a ct. again  Qccaljoal 


"UN we he. 


Eighteen Votes; and the D. of Are, 


Sixteen Scets . Peers, made Segientsęn⸗ of "th e Num- | 
il, Was! cat 


but. xe few 


ber that. Voted for it. 


The. tame; B 


ties, in the Houſe of Commons 
4 


Contor- 
mity was carried in the Houle, 4x Lords, by 


42 


2 


L 
26d 1551 » Geer Scots Membets voted” for” 4b 
Ac hib Anſtafeg is given withotit an) n 
to enter itte che! Nesſouablenefs of chat "BIN, 
but purely to ſhew; that in an Afſembly w where 
— are Fre _—_— divided in hg imone, 
ay conderable Number ef Wien unite | gies 
ther” day hold che Balance, and turn Me Scafes, 
as" they Pleaſe.” But if, on the' other hand, Which 
very poflible, the - tohected Change in the 
Conditi6h'* of the preſent Sore Peers ſhould make 
them immediately look upon themſelves altogether 
as "Britiſh" Peers; if they {ſhould have no Inclina- 
con” to 25 — We Tee again, "or to ſee their 
Quontl am Brother | Peers ; 2985 A poſſibly" take it 
into theit Heads, chat they 20 been uſed 2 
ketſe ugkeindty; it, in à word, "they ſhould think 
of getting ne penſwns and Eſtablimimctits here; 
of Tertling amößg us, and drawing their Fortuties 
over to em, 8 ſobn as poſſible; the Peerage 
of North Boithir would” be &trainly* the moſt Du. 
ate Body of Men: i His Majeſty's Dom 
mons; nor could any longer flatter theaifelveh chat 
they” hid one | proper” Repreſentative | in the Britiſh 
PatHanient?2>11111 » Þ1 1 30951 

t "iſt — * that the Cafe of thoſe 
Lebt, Pects, whoſe Capacity of ſiting, in the 
Houfe of ' L683 would be taken away by this 
Bill. is very V deplotable- Upon the Union of the 
Tio. Kingdoms they were content to part with 
wa B 2 their 


2] 


their Privilege of Sitting in the Scots Honſe of 
Lords, and being conſtantiy a. Part or the Legi- 
ſlature, and to be alſo, rendred incapabl e of ever 
Sitting in the Britiſh Houſe of | Commons, of 
which Geert of them; had been Members. before, 
upon this ſingle Conſideration, namely, That when 
ever a New Parliament ſhould be ſummoned in 
Great Britain, they might Elect Sixteen Perſons 
out of their own; Number, to repreſent, them, in 
every ſuch Parliament: And by. this Article of 
the Union, every individual Scots Peer has a 
Right to give his Vote, every New Parliament, 

for ſuch Perſons as he ſhall : judge, from their 


beſt Behaviour, moſt proper to repreſent the 
of Scots Peerage ; and is in a Ca 


pacity of be- 
ing Elected himſelf to be one of the. Repreſen- 


tatives of that Body. 1e this is the Caſe, 
nothing can well be conceived more — ky 


than that the Sixteen . Scots Noblemen, lately 
choſen by their Fellow Peers to repreſent them 
bc during ; this Par ad og x ſhould ſeize upon 
this Honour for. OD and their . Heirs for 
ever; and take from thoſe very Perſons, by whoſe 
Votes they were ſent up, the Privilege of ever 
being either Electurs or Eladed in any future Par- 
liament. Negwichſtapging: this, the Truth of that 
Maxim laid down in che laſt, Argument for the 
Bill cannot be denied, vin. Thar Private Ferſous 
ml ſubmit to ſome nabe „ when. it is to come 
at 


* 

of EE 
* 
| Ss. 
2 


18 13] 
4 publick Good; but then it muſt appear up- 
— 8 Wbole, that a Bill in the Form now 
le of, is, abſolutely. neceſſary to attain to ? 
is ſaid to be e einn ot 54 


wo mY 3 * the Bill. The Ha of 
Lords, who are one Part of our Legi ſlature, having 
unanimouſly ſbewn an Inclination to conſent to ſuch a 
Bill, we e may reaſonably ſuppoſe it to be a good one. 


. This onghe to: be ſo far from being an a 
gument with the Commons, that it ought to alarm, 
and put them upon their "Guard: A Number of 
Men f livided into different Parties, and whoſe A- 
nimoſities have been heightened by many particular 
Circumſtances, can ſcarce. be {ſuppoſed all of them 
to agree to any new Project, fie” altering the Con- 
ſtitution they live under, unleſs this Project be 
of ſuch a Nature, as to increaſe the Power of 
that Body, of which they are Members; ſo that 
they may all find their Account in it. It will 
be very difficult to. give any other Reaſon for 
that moſt ſurpriving and unheard of Unanimity, which 
has appeared among the Lords, on the. preſent 
Occaſion. One of their Lordſhip 8 is ſaid to have 
had the Ingenuity frankly to Be Fes he acted up- 
on this Motive But Would. the Commons * 


ſume that Liberty in their Debates, which, His 
Marſy's s . moſt gracicus Mcllage ſeems to; cntitle 


them 


Lal 


dem 70 and mould take the prefer Fare 
9 ＋· im ; o Mbir Confideration! it. wr Highly 7110 
they""wbuld father” cant 40 à RHfo 


tha their Lordlhips' have ie pM robe 255 
b 
15 275 , ee , En e 


ay Hawe non kid Yown * "the fronget Avrgnmeitz, 

which I conceive” can be urged” in Favour of ſuch 
a Bilk, : is talked of, with the Nireſt Anſwers 
Net have „or I. Rae can. be ,given, to them ; 
e * 72 1 carry their ObjeRions to che Bill along 

Fal But I have 5 avoided hither- 
955 | mentioning Tw6 ObjeQons* "which! ſome 

Nh 0 5 "oppoſe this Bill 1 chiefly infilt upon; 21. 
That” it is an Alteration of our Conflitition , and a 
diveſt n the. King ef bit Prerogative.” 1 am my 
fr bed to Kalle with the Impartiality of a. 
ek Thar. if the. End, Ker tO be propora Y 
ö . Bill, be gobd, 25 1 think l 

Oe to "Ge" 27a 4 1 2 nie other | 
Thöne to ſuch a Bill, 1 de Hive fee how theſe N 
— 58 conclude ag Cl is it. Tit Conſtitution 
uſt” be 5p 105 e e e bas not : 
Power che, ine to Time, ſich 
Faults A "tal ap pear 1 mY 0 We have L 

tainly ſon onftitution; ald if 
6 Nene 


mes Facatc our 
| rerap © at 55 Crown hr of dg beeh 
If Taken "away, 18 fe Ta 
| wanted foml" of rhe” Laws See ar in Pfle- 


a # 


ſtanceb, Wen * have 
£66015 


On 


M 
— 


| A, ES 4 ZE oo 


fs} 
on WE. Net when thus much is » fawly: granted 
it, muſt, be allowed, on the other Hand, that rhe 
Foundations of our Conſtiturion , and the Prero· 
gatiye of the Crown, are much too facred for eve; 
2 Head to make nem Experimentt upon, not 
ught ever to be meddled with, but when it is 
2 neceſſary; and when the Evil to be re- 
medied is to be cared no other Way. I can by 
no Means think this is the preſent Caſe: Our 
Miniſters, enflamed with a Laudable Zeal for the Good 
of. their, Countrey,, and willing to provide Reme- 
dies agai ie ſt Evils, which might poſſibly 
happen to our Foſteftey have che wn an _ 
tion to prevent their "Shecelfon from havin 
Power to make a; Number of Lords at once, * 
do particular Jobb This Deſign is certainly bigh- 
.. commendable 3 and I hope we ſhall fo Hair pro- 
t by it, as) to obtain an AR of Parliament, That 
no Lord ſhall vote in the Upper Houſe withirt 
Tywo,,or Three ears after his becoming à Niet! 
ber of 16. This will moſt elfectually, and wp 
Intents and Purpoſes, iemedy an Ei wifich 
might fall» 1 upon us, ſhould: we ever hap en Ito 
hayn. a. Ser of Miniſitr4, wicked encugh+'to boggle 
Ati, n Means to attain i Em: L mille ade! 
that ſuch an Het as! has! been mentioned, world! 
not n effect ally p reyent | the Evib, Which is. 
chiefly, dreaded, but wauld; in all Probability Fur 
a, obo te tothe; ware og the Number of. Fecrs, 
bluo ,, ſince: 


. ͤ ͤ——: tt. ET As i 
ä N N — „ a N ö — 


2 


— 2 


ſinge.. Men of active 7 


: Bay hogs a. great many Nite v0 do; or they 


[a6]. 


Spirits and confbfcucis fot 
their: Parliamentary Abilities, whoſe Requeſts! to 
the Crown | look; moſt- like Demands-, would hard- 
ly care to be placed for ſo long a Time in 4 
State of Inaction. If}, as we” have been told, His 
Majeſty has been pleaſed to ſhew an Inclination 
to free his People from all future Apprehenſ! ions 
of ſuch an Accident as has once happened, there 
is ſcarce any Room to doubt, but that the Roy- 
al Aſſent will be more eaſi ly gained to ſuch an 
Act, as I have mentioned, which effectually pro- 
vides. againſt the Evil dreaded; and will, howe⸗ 
ver, — the Prerogative of making Peers entire, 
than to ſuch. a Bill as is generally talked of, whereby 
this Prerogative W in a Manner be wholly raken 1 
away. ' e Zea 
1 8 confeſs I am n very fond of this Middle Way, . 
which I take to be very agreeable to the Character of 
2 Maderator; and ſhall therefore - endeavour to 'ſhew* 
thoſe P cople who have declared för ſuch a Sort of 
Bill, as ;has been talked of about Town, that it K 
almoſt i le ſuch a Bill ſhould ever paſs. ln 
Is ſuch a Bill either Juſt or Neceſſary ?' Is it Taft 
with Relation to the excluded Lords? Or" Neceſſary 
to attain that End for which the Patrons of it would 
perſuade People it is wholly intended? It is ſcarce 
to be believed the Miniſters would appear for it; 
fince it might give malicious People a Handle to ſay, 


but A fd £3 


„„ wed 4 R Wer por IA Hl 
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a ads — 


Ty. | would 


T7 
would never male ſuch an Addition to the? pre 


ſent Number of Peers, generally thought to be 
too large already. Their Enemies might even 


pretend to ſuſpe&, that when they have got One 
aud thirty Nem Lords added to their Friends who. 
ate in the Houſe already, and ſhut up their Doors, 
"gn of a Majority in all Events, they mig bt 
up © for perpetual Dictatorr, bully their- Price, 
co "ia Defiance to > all r from the 
Ms creed 3 | 


A Bill in e A Shape 6s 4s; is, bay eſctited) 
as it — aggrandize the Lords, Wal in ſome 
Degree affect the Liberty and property of every 
Commoner itt England: And I would deſire any 
Impartial Man to lay his Hand upon his Heart, 
and anſwer one ſingle ' Queſtion ," wiz. If ſuch 4 
Bill was brought into a Houſe of Commons, 
where none of the Members were to be biaſſed 
by Places, Money, Hopes or Promiſes, hom many 
Votes does he imagine there would be for it? 1 fan- 
cy I can gueſs at his Anſwer, and that it would 
be ſuch an one as I might conclude from it, that 
it is impoſſible ſuch a Bill ſhould Paſs thro our 
e of Commons | 


3 


0 pon the whole : The King 1 Numer of 
P.ords! oat at Once to carry particular Points, I; 
wy Evil Wiel 1: Honeft Mer of all parties Would 
31812 C be 


[138] 
be glad to be: delivered from NW Apprheation 
al op: the lotute- ee Nr ani 

This, way be hone by. Two. om Bills. But 
the, Queſtion is, Whether One of theſe Bills 
would not Change our Conſtitution , take away 
a Prerogative from the Crown it has ever been 
in Poſſeſſion of, break through the Articles of II- 
8 giye the Peerage of North Britain too much 

Reaſon of Com plaint , afford a Pretence for a 
Standing Army , P the Power and Number 
of the Peers, which are. both ſaid to be too great 
already, „affect the Liberty of every Commoner 
in Great Britain, raiſe a Suſpicion | in ſome Perſons, 
that a new Plan f Government is ute „ and 


that Two or Three Men are aiming to place them- 
ſelves. above the Reach of * Prince or the 


Law! * 

The Second Bill vill effefwually remedy: the 
Evil complain'd of, without being accompanied with 
any One of all the ſeveral Incomvenicncies above- 
mentioned. 5 369 1 \d 


1 was * at the Debates af. als Houſe of 
Lords as well as a certain Author , who has 
wrote u this Subject, and it was: with: the 
utmoſt; Pleaſure: that I . tbe Noble Lord, who 
is rd ſaid ta be ONE Firſt Miviſter „ dev 


clare 


and that neither his Lordſhip , nor any of the 


[ 19 } : 
dare ſeveral Times, that the only Thing he aimed 
at, was to hinder a Number of 42 hom being 
fung into that Houſe at once to ar 

6b 1 cannot therefore döübt, der dt ſüch a 
ill, as has been laſt mentioned , will be prefer- 
red to ſuch an One as is generally talked of ; 


Miniſters, will give the [leaſt Occafion, for ſo ob- 
vious a Reflection, as, That he who will not be con- 
tente with what is neceſſ ary to atfain the End be 
PROFESSES to aim at, does in Reality WANT 
ſomething be is AFRAID to NAME. 1 


r 


- _— 


os Ps ah, tat "POT * ny 
ET - 


— 


— _— 


JW G 18 3600) - lv Fas Fo. 
41 mo! wa To NN * 19bnid 07 ec ur „ 


W's uw ah > aliat} 3 Ai nant 
7 * KA OVAL ALALACALAL ACA LA AL AR 
8 Wi 187 and Joer nns 


Ic UViw « nο⏑⁴⅛kt Nel od 25d a Hig 


S 3 
0 bones Teras ei 88 2 ng dul 03 n 
13 ach 40 Nus 108 gibi af - 12ti91 383 - bas 


C 
St of #jb1 Publifis do dhe Fifthe Eduiog, C with: dini 
en uin Vine voſcrini ) G eise & ei 
12 OY dan its 61 Un 08 a wan duet Wu 
e OOO e Win 4g 130: 


Price es Mee 


1 


** 
, 


» 


Wet Country FREEHOLDEL) Letter 
W Wa er. Ne by Mr. Budgells 


- 
9 * 
* 


A 


« 
— = 
+ % 


7 Oy Df 


tary 1 


> N "4 
- 


bd = : 
p „ 


* 
” 


r 
N 2 


N — we - 3 
1 | — > * % N. 4 4 b * . * . 
4 o n 3 1 o 
. = wy - - oy 9 
5 L l — 4} 
. vn OBERTS in Warwic 
l _ 6 3 * + : * 
. * = . N 200 9 — f 10 
5 ; : * $55 * 
»” , 9 1 . . 
5 FRAY 
8 2 . 0 
4 "5 = 
> P 
» 5 — 
3 " 1 12 P 
* * - 
ES 2 Is Þ * 
. : N "4 £* 3 * * 


